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About exhibition:

This exhibition tells the story, through art, of an artist's encounters with rhinos wounded by the greed and cruelty of husavonique
van Deventer regularly accompanied her husband, Dr Ryan van Deventer who is a wildlife veterinarian, on field trips in KZNa&gsgn
Monique was shocked to see the suffering and sometimes death of these animals who are globally being poached to extindden
powerful drawings and ceramic renditions of bones are a tribute to five specific rhinos who have been affected by this gyuéler
sensitive "portraits" bring home the fact that these are sentient beings.

Installation views:;

(Photos byPaulo Meneze}




IF THESE BONES COU

Telling the stories of five individual Rhinos




Artwork s by Monique vanDeventer.

R o

Thembi (Field surgery, November 2017)
Medium: Charcoal &nixed mediaon Entini liner
Size: 2.7m x 1.5m
Date: 2018



Regina with FoetusCervical Vertebra
(Poached 10 Mag017, died 23 May 2017)
Medium: White earthenware ceramic (unglazed)
Size: 21cm (I) x 31cm (h) x 17cm (d)

Date: 2018



HopezO) O 4EAOAed
(Horn poached 30 April 2015, died 14 Nov. 2016)
Medium: Charcoal & mixed media on Entini liner
Size: 3m x 1.5m
Date: 2020




(inspired by a photograph by Adrian Steirn)




Mpilo-O3 OOOE OT 06
(Horn poached in May 2014)
Medium: Charcoal on Entini liner
Size: 85cm x 61cm

Date: 2015

Mpilo was the only rhino of 3, that survivetiaving.

her horn poached. She has recently had her first calf.




HerculesO2 AOET EAT AAed
(Died 30th October 2018)
Medium: Charcoal & mixed media on Entini liner
Size: 2.7m x 1.5m
Date: 2019




Fieldphotographs:

(Some of these photographs may not be
suitable for sensitive viewers/children)

The photographs were taken mostly by the artist, Monique, during field trips with her veterinarian husband. With the exaapof
O( 1 bAb evéne@r tr@aked these rhinos either before or after they were poache@hese experiences that the artist had duririger
very personal encounters with these rhinos, led to the body of work you see here. Each artwork is commemorative. A tributieeo

animal. The artist felt a strong need to acknowledge their suffering and senseless deaths, and to pay respect to their memory

Gt feels like a great responsibility but also a
great privilege to be able to tell the stories
of these magnificent creatures who are
OEAI OAl 6AOGh 1 AEI AA AT A O1T EAAT AOGOh AT A xE
suffering is largely unseem

- Monique vanDeventer.



Stories of some othe Rhinosvan Deventer worked with/encountered:
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Thembi isawhite OE ET T AdwQdn &FRFivaite Reservén Northern KZN. Her horn was poached in 2010 and she wasléetjely
untreated with a gapingfacialwound, dueto the reserve being under land claim and a lack of management dadds to treat her.
Thembihashadbasicand sporadicveterinary treatmentover the years,but in 201 Dr Ryanvan Deventerorganised fundingthrough
Project Rhino and Saving the Survivors to treat her regularly. Her treatment is an ong@ragessdue to the extent of her wounds

Unfortunately, Thembihasnot been treatedthis year due to difficulties Covid9and aresulting lack of funding. Despitder extensive
injuries,the resilienceof this rhino is astounding Shehassurvivedwith anopen facialwound to her facefor 10years andhashad 3 calves
sincethe poaching incident The artist will donate 10% of all artwork sold, to the ongoing
treatment of Thembi.
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On the10May 2010n a nature reserve iKZN, twowhite rhino cows were shot and killed for their horndy poachers
I OEEOA OEETT Al x j 02ACET AB&bqtran iktdthick BustOandadr hoid wak not pAakHed FhewAstreated 1 7
by DrRyan van Deventer on th&5th ofMay 201'and a follow up treatment was scheduled for a few days latebut the team searchedin
vainand could not find her. Shewasfound deadon 239May 2017 whereshe had escapedo hide in thick bush

The artist Monigue van Deventer, accompanielaer husband alongwith members of the SAP to conduct the postnortem on 24" May
2017jn the hopesof finding the bullet that killed her, for forensic evidence. During thigost-mortem, an almost full-term foetus was
found insideof her, andthe bullet had shot its small foot off as it travelled throughthel T OEA 06 O AT AU
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Duringher short life, Hope becamean iconfor the highly threatened and beleaguered rhino population of South Africa. In early April of
2015this four-year-old white rhino cow wasfound wandering alonein the bushfor dayswith a badlymutilated face and both horns
hacked off. Shevas poachedon a reserve in the Eastern Cape and later moved to a secure boma fomheltiple treatments, that took
placeover the next 18 months Dr JohanMaraisof Savingthe Survivors developed neweterinary techniquesto treat wounds of suchan
extensive nature Herentire nasalcavity wasexposed,and afibreglasscap wasdrilled into the bones ofher faceto cover it. The
resilience ofthis rhino was extra ordinary, and she survived ajainstall odds. Sadly,she died unexpectedly on thd 4th ofNov. 2016, of an
unrelated bacterial infection of the small intestine.
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On Saturday thel 7' ° May 2014, poachers drove into a private game reserve in KZN pretending to be wedding gudstsydarted 3
white rhino cows with veterinary drugs and cubff their horns, leavingthem for dead. Dr Ryarvan Deventerwas calledto the gruesome
sceneto find two of the rhinos alreadydead, but the third one still alive Hewasable to administer the reversal drug and save her in
OEi A8 4EA OAT CA OdneadiAd itk iIMAIIA had dhdben@aci@Miould where her horn was savagelycut and underwent
regulartreatments over the next two years, where a fibreglassndthen anA1 O 1 E ¢apdfsks dril@d into the bonesof her faceto
cover thewound and allow it to heal underneathThankfully,her horn eventuallygrew backand sheand the other rhino on the reserve
areregularlydehorned andare monitored 24/7 by a Rhino antipoaching unit In 2018 Mpilo had a calf
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With all three females killed by th@oachers,there was onlyone malerhino, (O ( A O A @ft ok téreserve. He stayed alone for a year,
until money was raised to have him relocatet alarge private gamereservein Northern KZNwhere it was hoped that he would be
happierwith another rhino. Unfortunately, he was unableto adapt to a new environmentand Dr van Deventerwas calledto treat him
two monthslater272"/ AOT AAOh AO EA xAO OmyBEHerculeAdied thrad dayiiér thd 30%¢' Octdbér 2048\ D ery
sadendingto this rhino family story indeed







